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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 04902 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, BE 

SUBJECT: F-104 REPLACEMENT 

THE DUTCH HERE TELL US THAT THE DUTCH GOVERNMENT WANTS 
TO POSTPONE THE PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON THE F-16 PURCHASE 
UNTIL AFTER THE BELGIANS HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR DECISION. 
THE THEORY IS THAT A BELGIAN DECISION IN FAVOR OF THE 
F-16 WOULD REDUCE THE DUTCH POLITICAL PROBLEM. FIRESTONE 
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